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Visiting us 

The Society is located at 40 Wharf Road, London N1 7GS. 

Information about how to get to the SoG is given on the Visit Us page of our 
website. You’ll also find a link to book a visit. Members visit free and non-members 
pay a day pass of £20. 

The library is open 10.30am-4.00pm Wed-Fri 
Late opening on the first Thu of each month 10.30am-7.00 pm 
and open the Sat following the late opening 10.30am-4.00pm 
 
For the dates of the next Thursday late openings and Saturday openings, see the 
back page of this Handbook under What’s Coming Up? 
 
Do I need to book my visit? 

No – you are welcome to come in any time during our opening hours. Members visit 
free and non-members purchase a day pass at our reception on arrival. 

If you are travelling a distance and would like to guarantee the use of a library 
computer, then it can be useful to book your visit.  

If you would like to order collection items from offsite storage for your visit, please 
fill in a Collections Request Form at least one week prior to your visit. 

Further information about visiting can be found on our Visit Us page at 
sog.org.uk/research/visit-us/ 

Further information about ordering collection items from offsite storage and a link to 
the Collections Order Form can be found on our library page at 
sog.org.uk/research/collections 

What if I am unable to visit? 

Information about making use of our collections is given on the library page of our 
website, including how to contact our staff genealogists and copy service. 

Members can access the resources in the members area of our website, including our 
digital resources in SoG Explore.  

We are planning a Virtual Reading Room service in the second half of 2026, so stay 
tuned for further news of this. 

https://sog.org.uk/research/visit-us/
https://sog.org.uk/research/
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Other guides to help you 

 
Library User Guide: 
This can be found in transparent stands on desks throughout the library. They tell 
you: 

• How to log into our wifi 
• How to access pre-ordered digital collection items 
• How to print on our printer/copier 
• How to wake up a library computer when it falls asleep 

 
Library Web Guide: 
Click the Library Web Guide icon on any library computer desktop (also in the 
browser bookmarks and you’ll find: 

• A list of links to our subscription databases - Ancestry,  
 FamilySearch, FindMyPast, MyHeritage and the British  
 Newspaper Archive, JSTOR and others 

• A list of resources relating to SoG – the Visitor Resources  
 folder, the library catalogue, SoG Explore Archives Finding  
 Aids folder and our series of Collections Guides 

• Other links that may be useful for your research 
 
Collections Guides: 
There are links to our collections guides in the Library Web Guide and you’ll also find 
links to them on our Library Web Page. The first three are broad summaries of our 
holdings 
 
1. Online Resources  
2. Library Resources 
3. Archive Resources 
 
There are additional collections guides for resources specific topics such as 
Huguenot, Jewish, British India, Legal Profession and JSTOR. 
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What items are held onsite in the library? 
 
There are eight main sections in the library A-H containing over 25,000 items.. Library 
catalogue records show the location of the item in the relevant section of the library. 
When you know collections are onsite, you’ll know you won’t need to pre-order 
them. 
 
A. Textbooks: research guides, record guides, social history, names research, 
bibliographies 
 
B. Topical works: birth briefs, British Record Society, City Companies (London), 
Genealogists’ Magazine, Harleian Society volumes, select heraldry and peerage, 
marriages, and wills 
 
C. Places outside England: All categories for Channel Islands, India, Ireland, Isle of 
Man; general and local categories for Scotland and Wales 
 
D. English counties: Local and general categories for historical English counties 
 
E. Recent publications and periodicals 
 
F. Featured collection: This section changes every few months and features a 
collection of items from storage on a topic. Past featured collections have included 
Huguenot, armed forces regimental histories, family histories, UK peerage, 
professions 
 
G. Quick reference: Handy references for quick lookups 
 
H. Microfiche resources: These items are closed access. There are order slips on the 
enquiries counter. Complete your order and pass it to a library staff member or 
counter service volunteer. 

  



Society of Genealogists – Researcher Handbook – Sep 2026 | 5 

Library Map 
 
There are copies of this map within the library showing where the main sections are 
located.
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How to find resources for your research 

Library 

Use the link to the library catalogue at the top of the library web page or on the 
Library Web Guide (if you are in the library). 
There are three types of search – simple, browse or advanced. 
For most preliminary searching a Browse Search will work well for you. 

• A Browse Search on the title field will bring up a list of places for which we 
hold transcriptions and indexes of registers, monumental inscriptions and 
other items for that place. 

• A Browse search on the title field choosing ‘contains’ will bring up a list of 
works which have that place/word in the title. 

• A Browse Search on the subject field will bring up a list of subjects. You can 
use this for surname and place searching. 

When you find an item that is of interest to your research, check the location 
information.  

If the item is held in the library there is no need to pre-order it. 

If the item has the location Offsite Store, then you’ll need to add it to your collections 
order form. You can copy and paste the information about the item from the 
catalogue directly into an item field in the order form. If the catalogue record has an 
offsite store barcode number, the item should be easy to retrieve. If no barcode 
number is present in the record there will be some investigation required, and we will 
keep you updated on the status of your order prior to your visit. 

We are working hard to improve library catalogue records to make searching and 
offsite retrieval as easy as possible. 

Some more detailed information about searching the library catalogue is available on 
our website: https://www.sog.org.uk/research/library 
  

https://www.sog.org.uk/research/library
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How to find resources for your research 

Archives 

Click on the link to the Archives Finding Aids folder at the top of the library web 
page, or on the Library Web Guide (if you are in the library). You will find: 

• A scan of our old Card Catalogue – you can browse these cards alphabetically 
for the surname you are interested in. You may find a reference to a collection, 
or pedigree or something else in our collections. 

• A list of Document Collection surname files. These files are a hotchpotch of 
miscellany relating to particular surnames – you never know what you may 
find. 

• Lists of the contents of Document Collection topographical files – the 
contents of these files have been itemised so you can see what we hold 
relating to places where your ancestors lived. 

• Tree Index spreadsheet – an itemised list of large pedigrees we have 
scanned. Eventually these scans will be added to the TreeSearch app on our 
website, in the meantime we can provide the digital files to you via the Visitor 
Resources folder. 

• Reports of Special and Small Collections contain information and box 
contents for our 700+ collections. 

For further information about what is contained in the various sections of our 
archive, see our Archives page sog.org.uk/research/archive/. You can find a link to 
this guide on the Library Web Guide or on our library web page. 

 

The Archives Finding Aids will eventually be replaced by a digital catalogue which we 
hope to add in the near future to our other resources on SoG Explore. We can extract 
brief reports from the digital archive catalogue in the meantime to add to our 
Finding Aids. 
  

https://sog.org.uk/research/archive/
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How to find resources for your research 

Digital Resources 

The left column of the Library Web Guide contains links to our subscription 
databases visitors can use in the library.  

Ancestry Library Edition      
Biographical Database of Australia           
British Newspaper Archive     
FamilySearch (with bookmarks to Bernau Index, Faculty Office Marriage Licences, 
Trinity House Almshouse Petitions, Trinity House Civil Records, Trinity House 
Petitions Series 1 &  2, Vicar General Marriage Licence Allegations) 
FindMyPast 
The Genealogist 
MyHeritage 
JSTOR - 19th Century British Pamphlets 
JSTOR – Ireland Collection 
Huguenot Society Journal : including ALL back issues 
Ontario Ancestors : after logging in check the members area  
 and TONI database 

Our own database, SoG Explore, is accessible by logging into the members’ area of 
our website, and contains many digital resources and indexes created by our 
amazing volunteers. There are nearly 3,000 datasets on SoG Explore. 

Whenever you visit the library you are a Gold Member for the day. Ask a staff 
member to log in for you, and you can access the Members’ Area of the website, our 
Gold Video Library, SoG eBooks plus the resources in SoG Explore. 

Information about the subscription databases and their various access methods are 
given on our Digital Resources page . You can find a link to this guide on our library 
web page and on the Library Web Guide. 
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Resources to pre-order for your visit: 
 
The following categories of material are held offsite and need to be included in your 
Collections Order Form: 

 
• Archives (all categories) 

 
• Library - all items with the location Offsite Store in the catalogue record. 

Categories include professions, biography, overseas resources, state papers, 
schools, university and items in all categories that are oversize, aged or fragile. 
 

• Registers and monumental inscriptions typescripts for  England, Scotland and 
Wales. These have now been digitised and eventually will be available on SoG 
Explore for members to access at home. In the meantime, they can be ordered 
and the digital files made available in the library in the Visitor Resources 
folder. 
 

• Microfilms (FamilySearch and SoG) 
 

• Microfiche. Microfiche for England counties, Scotland and Wales are now 
available without the necessity to pre-order. However, if the catalogue record 
for fiche you are interested in still has the Offsite Store location, please add it 
to your collections request form. 
 

• CDs. The contents of our resources on CD are being extracted and made 
available in the library in the Visitor Resources folder. 

 
After we have processed your Collections Order Form we’ll get in touch to confirm 
the status of your order, if there have been any issues with providing any items, and 
if there is capacity to order further items for your visit. See the next section, ‘How to 
make the most of your collections order’. 
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How to make the most of your collections order 
 
The collections order form contains space for five offsite store collection items per 
visit. 

 
You can get around the five-item limit in the following ways: 

 
• We relax the limits if you are visiting from another country or visiting from 

very far away (you can submit two forms). 
 

• Items provided digitally (in the Visitor Resources folder) including pedigrees, 
parish registers, monumental inscriptions and extracted files from CDs don’t 
require ordering from offsite storage, so you can include up to five of these 
kinds of resources as one item in your order form. 
 

• If you are ordering more than one item on a similar topic, you may see that 
they have the same Offsite Store barcode number (i.e. they are in the same 
box). Multiple items from the same box can count as one item in your order 
form. 
 

Most items can be retrieved from storage effectively but sometimes further 
investigation is necessary, especially if an item doesn’t have a barcode in its 
catalogue record and we have to consult handwritten packing sheets from our 
recent relocation. 
 
Therefore, we ask you to submit your collections order form at least one week 
prior to your visit so that we can resolve any issues, and send you an email prior 
to your visit to confirm your collection items. 
 
If you have submitted your order form well in advance of your visit and there is 
capacity for you to add further items to your order we will let you know. 
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FamilySearch microfilms 

 
The SoG is a FamilySearch Affiliate Library.  
 
FamilySearch has now digitised the bulk of the content from its microfilms, and as an 
Affiliate we have access to about 85% of the digital content available on the 
FamilySearch catalogue familysearch.org 
 
You can access this content on a library computer or on your own device logged into 
our wifi. Either way, please bring your FamilySearch free account username and 
password when you visit.  
 
You’ll find links to FamilySearch on our Library Web Guide (click the Web Guide icon 
on any library computer desktop). 
 
How to tell if a set of digital records on FamilySearch can be viewed at the 
Society: 
 
Before your visit, search the FamilySearch catalogue at home, and when you identify 
a set of records you are interested in, click the camera icon at the bottom of the 
record. You will then get a pop-up message to let you know whether the item is 
available to view at affiliate libraries. If so, then you’ll know you can view it when you 
visit the Society. 
 
If the item hasn’t been digitised at all, or if your pop-up message says the item is 
only available to view at full FamilySearch Centres (not at Affiliates), make a note of 
the FHL number for the item and include it in your Library Booking & Collections 
Request form. We can then check whether we hold the film and can retrieve it from 
our offsite store for your visit. 
 
SoG microfilms can still be ordered as well, and we have two digital fiche/film readers 
in the library to view them. 
  

http://www.familysearch.org/
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Tell us what you think! 
 
Perhaps you’d like to suggest resources to keep on site permanently, an item for 
digitisation, or comment on our digital information provision.  

Perhaps you’d like to tell us you had a great library visit or praise a volunteer or staff 
member for help you received.  

There are several ways you can have your say on how the library is developing: 

• Post visit survey: After you visit you will receive an email with a link to a 
survey form – please take a moment to fill it in! 

• Digital suggestion box: Find this in the Library Web Guide and fill it in any 
time you are in the library. 

• Email us: Send your feedback to collections@sog.org.uk any time. 

Your feedback can help us to improve our library, collections and services. 

What’s coming up? 

Our Featured Collection for September-December is our section on Migrants to the United 
States. 

Our previous Featured Collection (resources relating to West Indies research) has now been 
added to the main library collection and will be kept onsite permanently. 

Currently being added to SoG Explore: Digitised monumental inscriptions, unbound library 
typescripts on a variety of topics and Great Card Index images and indexes. Let us know if 
you need help finding these. You can now access SoG Explore via our digital resources page: 
sog.org.uk/research/digital/  

Our library catalogue links to SoG Explore have now all been updated so it will be easier to 
access digitised resources from the catalogue. Let us know if you have any issues accessing 
resources you’re looking for collections@sog.org.uk   

For more of the latest news see our August Collections Update: 
sog.org.uk/news/collections-update-august-2026/ 

This guide is updated three times per year, with each new Featured Collection. 

 

mailto:collections@sog.org.uk
https://sog.org.uk/research/digital/
mailto:collections@sog.org.uk
https://sog.org.uk/news/collections-update-august-2026/

