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Tracing your Ancestors in The National Archives.  Amanda Bevan; 
publ. TNA (7th edn. 2006). 

The National Archives: a practical guide for family historians. Stella 
Colwell, publ. TNA (2006). 

The National Archives (TNA) Research Guides and Catalogue both 
available from their website www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/  

LDS Family History Library Catalog on CD-ROM and at 
www.familysearch.org/   
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Records of the Militia & Volunteer Forces, 1757-1945.  William 
Spencer; publ. PRO (2nd edn. 1997). 
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Medlycott; publ. FFHS (4th edn. 2004). 

Tudor and Stuart Muster Rolls.  Jeremy Gibson and Alan Dell; publ. 
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Key sources 
(all at TNA unless otherwise stated) 

Officers: pre-World War 1 

Army List: Official version printed since 1702 – early editions (1794-
1879) in WO 65. 

Hart’s Army List (1840-1915) – printed. 

Hart’s papers: WO 211. 

Returns of Service from1796, WO 25, WO 76, WO 54. 

Half Pay Ledgers (1737-1921): Various PMG series – mostly PMG 4. 

Commander-in-Chiefs’ Memoranda Papers (1793-1870):  WO 31. 

Other Ranks: pre-World War 1 

Soldiers’ documents (1760-1913): WO 97, WO 119, WO 121, WO 
122, WO131. Many soon to become available at findmypast.co.uk  

Muster books and pay lists (1708-1898):  WO 10 to WO 16. 

Pension returns (1842-1882):  WO 22. 
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Chelsea & Kilmainham pension registers (1715-1912):  WO 23, WO 
116 to WO 118, WO 120. 

Description Books (1749-1908):  pension registers above plus WO 
23, WO 54, WO 67 to WO 69. 

War Office papers:  WO 32. 

Index to Soldiers’ Documents, 1855-1872:  
Miss S.L. Davis, 18 Manor Road, East Molesey, Surrey KT8 9JX, 
England.  Her current charge is £10 per individual. 

Index to April/June 1861 regular Army Muster Books:  Frank Turner, 
27 Kings Barn Lane, Steyning, West Sussex BN44 3YR, England.  
FandA_Turner@compuserve.com   
His current charges are £3 per search plus £1 per ten names found. 

 

 

 

Abbreviations: 

FFHS Federation of Family History Societies 
GRO General Register Office(s) 
HMSO Her Majesty's Stationery Office 
IWM Imperial War Museum 
LDS Latter-day Saints (Mormon Church) 
NZSG New Zealand Society of Genealogists 
PRO The National Archives (Public Record Office) 
SoG Society of Genealogists 
TNA The National Archives of England, Wales and the United Kingdom 

 

Some key addresses 

British Library,  St Pancras,. 
96 Euston Road, London, NW1 2DB, England. 
www.bl.uk/ 

General Register Office (England & Wales) 
Office for National Statistics, Smedley Hydro, Trafalgar Road, Southport, 
Merseyside PR8 2HH, England. 
www.statistics.gov.uk/registration/   

General Register Office (Northern Ireland) 
Oxford House, 49-55 Chichester Street, Belfast BT1 4HL, England. 
www.groni.gov.uk/index.htm   

General Register Office for Scotland 
New Register House, Edinburgh EH1 3YT, Scotland. 
www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/  

General Register Office of Ireland 
Government Offices, Convent Road, Roscommon, Republic of Ireland. 
http://www.groireland.ie/  

Imperial War Museum 

Lambeth Road, London SE1 6HZ, England.. 

www.iwm.org.uk/ 

Ministry of Defence for post-1920 files 
www.veteransagency.mod.uk/service_records/service_records.html 

National Army Museum 
Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea, SW3 4HT, England. 
www.national-army-museum.ac.uk/ 

Regimental Museums 
Location and details may be found via the Army Museums Ogilby Trust, 58 
The Close, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2EX, England.  
www.armymuseums.org.uk/ 

The National Archives of England, Wales and the United Kingdom (TNA) 
Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU, England. 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 

Society of Genealogists 
14 Charterhouse Buildings,  
Goswell Road, London EC1M 7BA, England. 
www.sog.org.uk/  


